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this title. For complete classification of this Act to the
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 321 of
this title and Tables.

§2204d. Encouragement of private contracting
(a) In general

For the purpose of promoting local job cre-
ation and private sector investment in rural
communities, the Secretary of Agriculture is en-
couraged, where appropriate and feasible, to use
private enterprise concerns located in rural
areas, rather than government employees or
government enterprises, to provide commercial
activities or products to carry out the purposes
of this title.r

(b) Plan required

The Secretary shall develop and implement a
plan that will result in increasing the use of
contracts awarded to private firms by the De-
partment of Agriculture, and maximizing the
use of grant, loan, or other financial assistance
made for the purpose of rural development to
provide the goods and services purchased to
carry out the purposes of this title.l

(Pub. L. 101-624, title XXIII, §2394, Nov. 28, 1990,
104 Stat. 4057.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This title, referred to in text, is title XXIII of Pub. L.
101-624, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3979, known as the Rural
Economic Development Act of 1990. For complete clas-
sification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title of
1990 Amendment note set out under section 1921 of this
title and Tables.

§ 2204e. Office of Risk Assessment and Cost-Bene-
fit Analysis

(a) Office of Risk Assessment and Cost-Benefit
Analysis
The Secretary of Agriculture shall establish in
the Department of Agriculture an Office of Risk
Assessment and Cost-Benefit Analysis, which
shall be under the direction of a Director ap-
pointed by the Secretary.

(b) Functions

The Director shall ensure that any regulatory
analysis that is conducted under this section in-
cludes a risk assessment and cost-benefit analy-
sis that is performed consistently and uses rea-
sonably obtainable and sound scientific, tech-
nical, economic, and other data.

(1) In general

Effective six months after October 13, 1994,
the Secretary of Agriculture shall publish in
the Federal Register, for each proposed major
regulation the primary purpose of which is to
regulate issues of human health, human safe-
ty, or the environment that is promulgated by
the Department after October 13, 1994, an
analysis with as much specificity as prac-
ticable, of—

(A) the risk, including the effect of the
risk, to human health, human safety, or the
environment, and any combination thereof,
addressed by the regulation, including,
where applicable and practicable, the health

1See References in Text note below.
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and safety risks to persons who are dis-
proportionately exposed or particularly sen-
sitive;

(B) the costs associated with the imple-
mentation of, and compliance with, the reg-
ulation;

(C) where appropriate and meaningful, a
comparison of that risk relative to other
similar risks regulated by the Department
or other Federal Agency, resulting from
comparable activities and exposure path-
ways (such comparisons should consider rel-
evant distinctions among risks, such as the
voluntary or involuntary nature of risks and
the preventability or nonpreventability of
risks); and

(D) the quantitative and qualitative bene-
fits of the regulation, including the reduc-
tion or prevention of risk expected from the
regulation.

Where such a regulatory analysis is not prac-
ticable because of compelling circumstances,
the Director shall provide an explanation in
lieu of conducting an analysis under this sec-
tion.

(2) Evaluation

The regulatory analysis referred to in para-
graph (1) should also contain a statement that
the Secretary of Agriculture evaluated—

(A) whether the regulation will advance
the purpose of protecting against the risk
referred to in paragraph (1)(A); and

(B) whether the regulation will produce
benefits and reduce risks to human health,
human safety, or the environment, and any
combination thereof, in a cost-effective
manner as a result of the implementation of
and compliance with the regulation, by
local, State, and Federal Government and
other public and private entities, as esti-
mated in paragraph (1)(B).

(3) Construction

This section shall not be construed to
amend, modify, or alter any statute and shall
not be subject to judicial review. This section
shall not be construed to grant a cause of ac-
tion to any person. The Secretary of Agri-
culture shall perform the analyses required in
this section in such a manner that does not
delay the promulgation or implementation of
regulations mandated by statute or judicial
order.

(c) “Major regulation” defined

As used in this section, the term ‘‘major regu-
lation” means any regulation that the Sec-
retary of Agriculture estimates is likely to have
an annual impact on the economy of the United
States of $100,000,000 in 1994 dollars.

(Pub. L. 103-354, title III, §304, Oct. 13, 1994, 108
Stat. 3239.)

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in section 6912 of this title.

§2205. Duties of former Commissioner of Agri-
culture transferred to Secretary

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized and
directed to perform all the duties named in all



